
Title Programs Newsletter 

 

Special points of 

interest: 
(click on the links below) 

  FERPA  

 School Officials 

 Parents & Students 

 Transitioning to the Every 
Student Succeeds Act 
FAQs 

 ESEA/ESSA 

 

Grants Management  
System 

2 

Annual LEA Report 2 

Reauthorization of  
McKinney-Vento 

3 

New Science Assessment 4 

Committee of Practitioners 4 

School Improvement 5 

Family Friendly Schools 5 

Build the habit of Good  
Attendance Early 

6 

Parent’s Guide to Starting 
Kindergarten 

7 

Parent’s Guide to  “The 
Middle School Years” 

8 

School Educational  
Structures 

9 

The GO TO Strategies 10 

The GO TO Strategies:  
Scaffolding Options for 

Teachers of ELL 

11 

Inside this issue: 

 

 

www.tie.events/titleconference 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html#skipnav2
http://familypolicy.ed.gov/ferpa-school-officials?src=ferpa
http://familypolicy.ed.gov/ferpa-parents-students?src=ferpa
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/faq/essa-faqs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/faq/essa-faqs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/faq/essa-faqs.pdf
http://legcounsel.house.gov/Comps/Elementary%20And%20Secondary%20Education%20Act%20Of%201965.pdf
http://www.tie.events/titleconference


The Planning sections of the Grants Management System are open and the Consolidated Application will 

open soon. The district planning piece is required this year and will be done in conjunction with the school 

level plans. Trainings were held in February. If you missed out on these training opportunities, please click 

HERE for the User’s Manual to these sections.  

If you log in and don’t see the correct sections, it is possible you are in the wrong fiscal year, or the 

sections have not been created. Principals for Title I schools will complete the school level plans this year.  

If you are involved in the grant application process and have questions, please contact your representative 

in the state Title I office. 

To login, click here: https://sddoe.mtwgms.org/SDDOEGMSWeb/logon.aspx 

 To complete the district level 

survey, districts will need the 

following information: 

1. How many EC and Ages  3-

5 (not Kindergarten)  students 

were served  through Title I in 

Public  Schools? 

2. The number of students 

 served through Title I in 

 Private Schools by grade 

 level. 

The annual LEA report is due 

by May 27, 2016. A link to the 

Survey will be sent to 

Superintendents and members of 

the Title I District Contact 

Listserv. If you normally fill this 

out for your district and have not 

received the link for it by May 

13, 2016, please contact Betsy 

Chapman – 773-4712.  All 

reports MUST be submitted 

electronically through the survey 

system.  

3. The number of students 

receiving Title I services in a 

Neglected program. ONLY 

the 5 districts that operate 

these programs will answer 

this question. 

4. The number of full time 

equivalent (FTE) staff in 

Targeted Assistance 

Programs, including 

administrators, teachers and 

paraprofessionals.  

5. The total FTEs and numbers 

of ALL paraprofessionals 

working in a school that 

operates a Schoolwide 

program, including SPED 

Grants Mgt. System  

2015-2016 Title I Annual LEA Report 
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The McKinney-Vento Education of 

Homeless Children and Youth Act (EHCY) 

was reauthorized, clarified, and strengthened 

under the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESEA) signed in December, 2015.  The 

McKinney-Vento portions of the statute will 

be effective this fall, October 1, 2016.   

McKinney-Vento liaisons are aware that 

there are many duties of a liaison. Here are a 

few additions or clarifications included in the 

reauthorization. 

McKinney-Vento Act, as amended by the 

ESSA (Pub. L. 114–95)  

(3) Duties of LEA Liaisons  

The statute now requires LEA liaisons for 

homeless children and youths to:  

 

(a) Ensure that school personnel providing 

services under the McKinney-Vento Act 

receive professional development and 

other support. (Section 722(g)(6)(A)(ix)). 

  

(b) Ensure that unaccompanied homeless 

youths (i) are enrolled in school, (ii) have 

opportunities to meet the same challenging 

State academic standards as other children 

and youths, and (iii) are informed of their 

status as independent students under the 

Higher Education Act of 1965 and that 

they may obtain assistance from the LEA 

liaison to receive verification of such 

status for purposes of the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid. (Section 722(g)

(6)(A)(x)).  

 

(c) Ensure that public notice of the 

educational rights of the homeless children 

and youths is disseminated in locations 

frequented by parents or guardians of such 

youth, and unaccompanied homeless 

youths, including schools, shelters, public 

libraries, and soup kitchens, in a manner and 

form that is understandable. (Section 722(g)

(6)(A)(vi)). 

  

In addition, LEA liaisons who receive 

appropriate training may now affirm that a 

child or youth who is eligible for and 

participating in a program provided by the 

LEA, or the immediate family of such a child 

or youth, is eligible for homeless assistance 

programs administered under Title IV of the 

McKinney-Vento Act. (Section  722(g)(6)(D)). 

(In other words, trained liaisons may qualify 

persons for housing programs under the 

housing portion of M-V.) 

 

Many more changes were included in the 

reauthorization including information about the 

Title I Homeless Set Aside (guidance on this 

will be published later and implementation date 

will be later).  The new law changes how foster 

children/youth will be considered pertaining to 

rights similar to EHCY; guidance will be issued 

later as these changes start to take place in 

December 2016. 

A full summary of the McKinney-Vento EHCY 

changes can be found at     http://

Reauthorization of McKinney-Vento under ESSA  
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board members, private school 

representatives, and specialized 

instructional support personnel 

and paraprofessionals (Section 

1603 of ESSA).  

 

The committee members review 

programs implemented as part of 

the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) including 

the work currently underway for 

the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) the new reauthorization 

of the ESEA.  

 

The committee meets in person 

twice a year, in the fall and June. 

Phone call meetings are held as 

needed. Minutes of past 

meetings may be found at:  

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cop.aspx  

As an advisory committee, 

members are not compensated 

for their time; however, all 

expenses are paid. If you are 

interested in serving on the 

committee or want more 

information, contact 

Shannon.Malone@state.sd.us. 

Self-nominations are appropriate 

or districts may wish to 

nominate someone to the 

position. The Department 

Secretary has final authority on 

appointments.  

 

To find an application, a list of 

current committee members, and 

committee guidelines, go to 

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cop.aspx  

South Dakota, along with all 

other states, maintains a 

Committee of Practitioners 

(COP) as defined in Section 

1903(b) of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act 

(ESEA). Committee members 

serve in an advisory capacity and 

are appointed by Secretary 

Schopp to fill three-year 

positions as defined in the 

Federal statutes. The committee 

is composed of teachers, 

administrators, parents, school 

As many of you know, the state 

adopted new standards in 

Science in May 2015.  The 

implementation timeline of the 

new standards and assessment of 

the new standards can be found 

here:  Science Standards 

Transition Timeline. 

 

The Office of Assessment has 

already held workshops with 

Science teachers from across the 

state to help develop blue prints 

for both a regular and alternative 

assessment.  These blueprints are 

part of an RFP that will be open 

in May for the state as we look 

for a vendor to bring what has 

been envisioned to fruition.  If 

everything progresses according 

to plan, the new assessment will 

be field tested in the spring of 

2017.  We are considering a state 

field test that would allow 

everyone to take the field test, 

but that is still to be determined.  

The new standards assessment is 

scheduled to officially be 

implemented in the spring of 

2018.   

If you have any questions you 

can contact the Office of 

Assessment at 

DOEAssessment@state.sd.us 

Committee of Practitioners 

New Science Assessment  

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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School Improvement Grants (SIGs) are  

authorized under section 1003(g) of Title I of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 

1965 (ESEA). These grants to state educational 

agencies (SEAs) are used to make competitive 

subgrants available to local educational agencies 

(LEAs). The LEAs that receive a grant 

demonstrate the greatest need for the funds and 

the strongest commitment to use the funds to 

provide adequate resources in order to 

substantially raise the achievement of students in 

their lowest-performing schools. 

School Improvement Grants continue to be a 

critical component of the country’s effort to 

support rigorous interventions aimed at turning 

around the lowest-performing schools.  South 

Dakota will accept these funds to help support 

that effort. 

Timeline: 

 

 May 11, 2016: Letters of interest from 

districts are due and should be emailed to 

carol.bush@state.sd.us 

 May 16, 2016: FY15-16 SD Application 

will be submitted to US Ed 

 Once our state application has been 

approved, we will set up another Webinar 

to go through the application process for 

the LEAs that had submitted a letter of 

interest  

 

and their families in these situations 

– this message is for you!  

 

It is critically important for children 

to start off right with their transition 

into kindergarten.  Students who are 

moving into middle school face a 

whole new set of challenges, such 

as a larger school, changing classes 

and teachers; learning how to open 

a locker; and of course the added 

pressure of fitting in.     

 

For more information, please 

contact Lori Laughlin by emailing 

her at llaughlin@bhssc.tie.net. Put 

Family Friendly Schools campaign 

The Family Friendly Schools 

Campaign is focused on providing 

schools/educators with tools and 

resources to connect with families 

and develop partnerships designed 

to promote student achievement.  

 

As we move towards the end of 

school,  it is time for many schools 

and families to start thinking and 

planning ahead for “what’s 

next”.   Kindergarten screening 

begins; families and their 5th grade 

students are starting to hear about 

Middle School; and others are 

focused on the transition into high 

school and/or post secondary.   

If you work with children/students 

in the subject line and ask to be 

added to the email list  for 

information that is sent out monthly 

during the school year. 

Additional resources on transition 

topics: 

 

Transition Resources from Early 

Elementary to Post Secondary/Work   

Guiding our Children through 

Transitions:  High School 

 

School Improvement Grants (SIG) 

Family Friendly Schools Campaign 
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Food for thought: School Educational Structures 
Are we a K-12 school or three schools in one?  

A K-8 or a K-5 elementary and a 6-8 middle school? 

Are we a middle school or a junior high? Does it matter? 

Does it matter what the structure is? Absolutely!  

One of the biggest issues arises in a K-8 

elementary, where teachers must be elementary 

certified, not middle school endorsed even if 

teaching grades 6-8. You can also have  teachers 

with a K-8 certification that are not  able to teach 

in a middle school setting.  

 

Even in a one building district, teachers’ 

certifications must align with the educational 

structure turned in to the state at the start of each 

school year. There are very few certification areas 

that are truly K-12. 

To find out what educational structures are present 

in South Dakota districts, go to the department’s 

website: http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/edudir.aspx , click 

on a district and then click on a school. 

The educational structures of schools in a district 

drive many aspects when it comes to Title 

programs, accountability and the certification a 

teacher must have. 

Many times you will hear a school described as 

a K-12 school because there is only one school 

building in a district. However, a closer exam 

will show there are at least two, if not three 

“schools” in every one building district. Most 

districts have an elementary, a middle school/

junior high, and a high school in their district as 

far as Title Programs, accountability, and 

certification are concerned. 

The variations on educational structures are 

many. They can range from districts with K-1, 2

-3, and 4-5 elementary buildings to districts with 

a more traditional breakdown of K-5 or a K-8 

elementary. Then you can have a middle school, 

which is either a 5-8 or a 6-8 structure, or you 

can have a junior high with the traditional  7-8 

breakdown. 

http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/edudir.aspx
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The GO TO Strategies: Scaffolding Options for Teachers of ELLs, K-12  

This full day workshop introduces newly-developed strategies resources that enable teachers to plan 

scaffolded, yet rigorous and relevant content lessons for English language learners. In this era of 

accountability, it is imperative that teachers create lessons that enable ELLs to master academic language 

and content simultaneously. The strategies presented in this workshop have been chosen to reflect 

research-based principles of instruction for ELLs with an emphasis on the inclusion of oral academic 

language instruction. The goal is to increase the comprehensibility of academic language and to promote 

student interaction while using language.  

The workshop begins with a brief overview of the principles of instruction and the research base for the 

strategies. The facilitator then shares a resource that matches appropriate strategies to students’ levels of 

language proficiency. Next, the facilitator models strategies for a variety of purposes: vocabulary 

acquisition, interactive language usage, reading comprehension, writing, and student learning strategies. 

Strategies resources, including an inventory, glossary, and matrix, are shared with participants, who use 

them to begin planning scaffolded lessons. Participants leave with abundant resources for future planning 

or to share with colleagues.  

Participants will be able to:  

 Associate strategies with research-based principles of instruction.  

 Become familiar with the components of the GO TO Strategies and how to use the resources.  

 Participate in strategy demonstrations during the workshop and plan classroom applications.  

 Draft and share action plans that use specific strategies to develop the domains of language.  

 Begin to use a planning framework that scaffolds content lessons by integrating strategies.  

 Leave with abundant resources for scaffolding instruction for ELLs, including the complete 

GO TO Strategy materials (101 pages) and handouts of workshop activities.  


